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Gigondas Special Cuvee $î45 - $90 Sablet/Seurat $12 - $25 
Vacqueyras $25 - $35 Ventoux $12 - $30 
Rasteau $25 - $35 Côtes du Rhône $12 - $30 
Cairanne $20 - $35 Côtes du Rhône Villages $12 - $35 

Southern Rhône Appellations

GIGONDAS - Outside of Châteauneuf du Pape, Gigondas is the leading appellation in the 
Southern Rhône. Created in 1971 and sitting at the base of the limestone cliffs known as the 
Dentelles de Montmirail, this is a large appellation that covers over 2,500 acres with a mix of 
vineyards spread from the higher altitude, cooler limestone soils at the base of the cliffs, to the 
gradual slope stretching out from the village towards the L'Ouveze river. In general, this is a 
cooler appellation, with harvest running upwards of 1-2 weeks later than Châteauneuf du Pape 
and the warmer appellations of Vacqueyras, Rasteau and Cairanne. The classic wines from 
this region show lots of savory, cedar, spice and dried garrigue to go with a structured, tannic 
feel on the palate. Aging potential for the top cuvées will easily rival that of any region in the 
Southern Rhône, with most having an easy 15 years or more of longevity. Prices for the top 
cuvées have come up to match the quality, yet for most cuvées, these remain reasonably 
priced. This appellation did well in both 2012 and 2013.

Top Producers:

Château Saint Cosme, Grapillon d'Or, Santa Duc, St Damien, Domaine des Bosquets, 
Domaine Brusset, Domaine d'Ourea, Domaine la Bouissiere, Mouline de la Gardette, 

Domaine des Espiers, Domaine de Cayron, Paillere & Pied-Gu

VACQUEYRAS - Lying to the west of Gigondas, with most of its vines planted on the 
Plateau de Garrigues that's located just behind the village, Vacqueyras covers roughly 3,200 
acres and produces red, white and rosé wines based largely on Grenache. Relatively 
homogeneous and consisting of mostly pebble soils (there are some terroirs closer to the 
Dentelles that are identical to Gigondas), the reds here tend to share similarities to those from 
Châteauneuf du Pape, yet rarely possess as much structure, concentration or depth as either 
Châteauneuf du Pape or Gigondas. Nevertheless, the top wines are gorgeous, with 
approachable, voluptuous and sexy profiles that drink beautifully for upwards of a decade. In 
fact, I was blown away by a number of wines from a recent 2005 retrospective, so these wines 
have good aging potential. Across the board, this appellation is loaded with value, but has few 
super stars. The 2012s are much more successful here than the 2013s.

Top Producers:

Domaine du Colombier, Domaine du Bois de Saint-Jean, La Colline St Jean, Domaine 
d'Ourea, Domaine des Amouriers, Notre Dame de Cousignac, Prat Sura, Montirius, Domaine 

Font-Sarade, Roucas Toumba, Fontaine du Clos

RASTEAU - While known in the past for making alcoholic, rustic wines, today Rasteau 
challenges Gigondas and Vacqueyras as the leading appellation outside of Châteauneuf du 
Pape. Located on steep, south facing and wind swept slopes and mostly clay soils, this region 
produces deep, concentrated wines that have distinct minerality to go with savory, chocolaty 
profiles. Most drink well on release, yet the best can easily age for 10-15 years. Some of the 
highest rates wines in 2012 come from this appellation and there are a bevy of top producers 
worth your time and money.

Top Producers:

Beau Mistral, Côteaux des Travers, Domaine des Escaravailles, Domaine Gourt de Martes, 
Domaine Grand Nicolet, Domaine la Colliere, Domaine la Soumade, Domaine les 

Aphillanthes, Domiane Brusset

CAIRANNE - Located to the west of Rasteau (and north, across the plan de Dieu, from 
Vacqueyras and Gigondas), Cairanne is a warm terroir that covers roughly 2,300 acres. The 
terroir here shares some similarities to Rasteau, yet most vineyards are on more gradual 
slopes, with a mix of red and white clay soils, and more silt and pebbles as you get closer to 
the Aygues River. The wines from here and fruit loaded and ripe, with lots of black fruits, 
licorice and spice aromatics as well as full-bodied, textured profiles on the palate. Most are 
geared for drinking in their first decade of life.

Top Producers:
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