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2012  Château du Trignon Gigondas  90 
Bright ruby-red. Ripe and expressive on the nose, displaying deeply pitched black and blue fruit 
aromas and a hint of cracked pepper. Broad, sappy and smoky in the mouth, offering sweet 
blackberry and cola flavors with a hint of spicecake. The blackberry note resonates on the smooth, 
clinging, seemingly tannin-free finish. This assertively fruity wine would be a good ringer in a blind 
flight of New World Grenache-based bottlings.  

2012  Clos du Joncuas Gigondas  88  
Opaque ruby. Deeply pitched blackberry and cherry pit aromas are enlivened by peppery spices and 
minerals. Fleshy and ripe on the palate, offering bitter cherry and boysenberry flavors and a touch of 
succulent herbs. Plenty rich but comes off as slightly rigid on the finish, which features chewy tannins 
and an echo of spiciness. 

2012  Delas Frères Gigondas Les Reinages  90 
Brilliant ruby-red. Pungent red and dark berries and flowers on the perfumed nose, with a vibrant 
mineral quality adding vivacity. Spicy raspberry and cherry liqueur flavors become sweeter with air 
while maintaining very good clarity and energy through a long, juicy finish framed by subtle, fine-
grained tannins. 

2012  Domaine Brusset Gigondas Les Hauts de Montmirail  90 
Bright violet color. Smoky, spice-accented raspberry and cherry aromas are complicated by vanilla 
and anise. Sappy and focused on the palate, offering juicy red and dark berry flavors that put on 
weight as the wine opens in the glass. Supple tannins arrive late on the long, gently sweet finish, with 
the vanilla note repeating. 

2012  Domaine Brusset Gigondas Les Secrets de Montmirail  88 
Opaque ruby. Vibrant aromas of blackberry, licorice, pipe tobacco and dark chocolate are lifted by a 
floral topnote. Gently sweet and focused in the mouth, offering cherry and blackcurrant flavors that 
firm up with air. Shows hints of smokiness and chewing tobacco on the penetrating finish, which 
features slightly tough tannins. 

2012  Domaine de Cabasse Gigondas  91 
Vivid ruby. Ripe dark berries, cherry and woodsmoke on the perfumed nose, with subtle mineral and 
floral notes adding vivacity. Densely packed and focused, showing smoky blackberry and bitter cherry 
flavors braced by juicy acidity. Finishes supple and spicy, with the dark berry note repeating. In a 
fruit-driven style, offering upfront appeal. 

2012  Domaine Montirius  Gigondas Terres des Aines  92  
Brilliant purple. Intense, sharply focused red berry, cherry pit and floral oil scents are complemented 
by deeper-pitched suggestions of licorice and musky herbs. Stains the palate with intense black 
raspberry and bitter cherry flavors that become weightier and spicier with aeration. Nicely plays 
power off vivacity, finishing smooth, spicy and long, with just a hint of fine-grained tannins. 

2012  Domaine Montirius Gigondas Confidentiel  93  
Opaque ruby. Potent aromas of boysenberry, black raspberry and candied flowers, along with a zesty 
mineral overtone. Sweet, penetrating and pure on the palate, offering intense black and blue fruit 
flavors that stretch out and brighten with air. Smoothly combines power and finesse and finishes 
spicy, stony and extremely long, with sneaky tannins lending shape. 

2013  Château Redortier Gigondas (90-92)   
 Vivid ruby. An exotically perfumed bouquet evokes red and dark berry preserves, apricot and floral 
oils, with a peppery element adding vibrancy. In the mouth, bitter cherry and black raspberry flavors 
show very good depth and a touch of candied lavender. Fine-grained tannins give shape to the finish, 
which clings with excellent tenacity and resonating florality.  

2013  Domaine Brunely Gigondas (87-89)  
Bright ruby. Smoke- and spice-accented blackberry and cherry pit aromas are brightened by a 
mineral element and a hint of white pepper. Juicy and focused on the palate, offering pliant dark 
berry and spicecake flavors and a touch of bitter herbs. Chewy tannins give grip to the clinging, spicy 
finish.  

2013  Domaine Brusset Gigondas Tradition Le Grand Montmirail  89 
Vivid ruby. Spicy red berry, cherry pit and garrigue aromas show good focus and an emerging hint of 
smokiness. Juicy and nervy on the palate, offering bitter cherry and back raspberry flavors and a 
touch of peppery spices. Clings nicely on the finish, which features gentle tannins and a hint of 
smoked meat.  

2013  Domaine Brusset Gigondas Les Hauts de Montmirail  90  
Inky ruby. Ripe cherry and dark berries on the smoky, spice-tinged nose and in the mouth. Gently 
sweet blackberry, cherry and floral pastille flavors pick up a suggestion of succulent herbs with air. 
Broad and spicy on the long, youthfully tannic finish, with the berry and floral notes echoing.  

2013  Domaine de Cabasse Gigondas  90  
Deep ruby. The nose displays an array of spicy red fruit and floral scents, along with suggestions of 
garrigue and smoky minerals. Juicy and broad on entry, then tighter in the mid-palate, offering good 
depth to its sweet raspberry and lavender pastille flavors. Fine-grained tannins give shape to the 
long, focused finish, with red fruit and smoke notes echoing.  

2013  Domaine Cécile Chassagne Gigondas (89-91)  
Bright ruby-red. Heady smoke- and spice-accented aromas of dark fruit preserves, mustard seed, 
white pepper and lavender are enlivened by a mineral nuance. Palate-coating blueberry and cherry 
compote flavors are lifted by smoky mineral and floral nuances. Expands and deepens on the finish, 
which is framed by smooth, subtle tannins. This sexy, floral wine should be appealing on the young 
side but it also looks like it has the depth to age. 

2013  Domaine d’Ouréa Gigondas (89-91)  
Bright purple. A wild, highly perfumed bouquet evokes fresh black and blue fruits and apricot pit, 
with a smoky nuance coming up slowly. Juicy and seamless on the palate, offering energetic 
boysenberry and cassis flavors and a touch of candied flowers. Fine-grained tannins give shape to the 
long, spicy, floral finish. 

2013  Domaine Montirius Gigondas Terres des Ainés (90-92)  
Bright violet color. Sexy mineral-accented aromas of fresh red berries, potpourri and spicecake. Fresh 
and lively on the palate, offering juicy raspberry and bitter cherry flavors that become sweeter and 
deeper with air. Packs a serious punch but comes off as lithe, finishing with strong bite and silky 
tannins that come up slowly. 

2013  Domaine Montirius Gigondas Confidentiel (91-93)  
Vivid ruby. A complex, highly perfumed bouquet evokes fresh red and dark berries, potpourri and 
anise, with an intense mineral overtone. Juicy and precise on the palate, offering gently sweet black 
raspberry and floral pastille flavors that deepen and spread out with air. Shows just a hint of tannins 
on the finish, which hangs on with excellent tenacity and building spiciness. 

2013  Domaine Notre Dame des Pallières Gigondas Les Mourres (89-91)  
Bright violet color. Smoke- and spice-accented cherry and blackberry aromas pick up a smoky nuance 
and a hint of licorice with air. Bitter cherry, licorice and fruitcake flavors show very good energy and 
lift thanks to a spine of juicy acidity. Finishes on a subtly tannic note, with strong punch and spicy 
persistence. 

2013  Domaine Notre Dame des Pallières Gigondas Bois des Mourres (90-92)  
Vivid ruby. Intense, mineral-laced dark berry and floral scents are complemented by hints of licorice 
and woodsmoke. Sweet and expansive on the palate, offering juicy black raspberry and boysenberry 
flavors and a hint of allspice. Supple tannins give shape to the finish, which clings with very good 
tenacity and lingering spiciness. 

2013  Domaine Notre Dame des Pallières Gigondas La Font de Notre Dame  (88-90)   
Ruby-red. Dark berries, dried cherry, licorice and black pepper on the nose. Slightly clenched on 
entry, opening up slowly to offer bitter cherry and black raspberry flavors and a hint of succulent 
herbs. Dusty tannins contribute grip the finish, with the licorice and pepper notes echoing.  
 
2013  Domaine Tourbillon Gigondas Vieille Vigne  (89-91) 
Bright ruby-red. Perfumed scents of fresh red and dark berries and peppery spices. Shows deeper, 
darker blackberry, cassis and bitter cherry character on the palate, which is complicated by hints of 
licorice and fruitcake. Puts on weight but retains good clarity on the long, smoke-tinged finish, which 
is firmed by smooth tannins.  

2013  Famille Perrin  Gigondas La Gille (90-92)  
Bright violet color. Potent, mineral-tinged red berry and floral aromas pick up notes of garrigue and 
allspice with air. Rich yet lively Gigonads, with strong lift and thrust to its sweet raspberry and floral 
pastille flavors. Closes spicy, stony and very long, with gentle tannins coming on late. 

2013  Famille Perrin  Gigondas Clos des Tourelles (91-93)  
Bright violet color. Intense, sharply focused red berry and floral pastille aromas show a zesty mineral 
nuance. Sweet, penetrating and pure, conveying a suave combination of power and vivacity to its 
raspberry liqueur and lavender flavors. Spice and mineral notes define the finish, which features silky 
tannins and a touch of smokiness. 

2013  La Bastide Saint Vincent Gigondas  89  
Dark ruby. Powerful scents of ripe cherry and dark berries, with complicating notes of dried flowers 
and garrigue. Broad and smoky on the palate, offering black and blue fruit flavors that slowly put on 
weight with air. A subtle floral quality emerges with air and carries through the chewy, persistent, 
smoke-tinged finish. 


