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FRANCE, SOUTHERN RHÔNE: THE ELEGANT AND LIVELY 
2015S AND HEAVENLY 2016S
The Southern Rhône has two solid vintages in the pipeline; the elegant and lively 
2015s and the deeper, richer, truly profound 2016s.

2016 Montirius Gigondas Confidentiel 92-94

The finest wine I’ve tasted from this estate in some time, the 2016 
Gigondas Confidentiel (80/20 Grenache and Syrah raised all in tank) of-
fers incredible density and depth as well as classic notes of dark berry 
fruits, violets, cracked pepper and graphite. Layered, full-bodied, even 
opulent, it’s a beautiful 2016.

2016 Montirius Gigondas La Tour 88-90

The 2016 Gigondas La Tour is also solid, yet a fair step back from the 
Confidentiel cuvée. An 80/20 Grenache-Syrah blend brought up in 
tank, it offers lots dried earth, spice-box and garrigue, solid red and 
black berry fruits, medium-bodied richness and firm tannin.

2016 Montirius Gigondas Terre des Aines 91-93 

The 2016 Gigondas Terre des Aines is a total winner. The same blend 
as the La Tour, it gives up loads of darker fruit, saddle leather, peppery 
herbs, and spice to go with medium to fullbodied richness and depth. 
It’s another best to date cuvée from this estate.
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2015 Montirius Gigondas Terres des Aines 88-90

An earthier, medium to full-bodied effort is the 2015 Gigondas Terres 
des Aines and it offers plenty of dark fruit and peppery nuances, good 
depth of fruit and integrated acidity. It’s a fair click behind the 2016 and 
lacks that vintage’s purity of fruit, but has outstanding potential no-
netheless.

2015 Montirius Gigondas Confidentiel 90-93

Moving to the 2015s and not yet bottled, the 2015 Gigondas Confiden-
tiel is a tank-aged blend of 80% Grenache and 20% Syrah that offers 
impressive dark fruits leafy herbs, underbrush and dried violet aroma-
tics. It’s medium to full-bodied, has beautiful purity, fine tannin, and 
outstanding length. It’s going to evolve nicely for 10-12 years.


