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OUR EXPERT, MATT WALLS, SAYS THIS VINTAGE COULD BE ONE OF THE GREATS. SEE MATT’S 
FULL VINTAGE REPORT BELOW, INCLUDING APPELLATION-BY-APPELLATION ANALYSIS AND 
LINKS TO HIS FAVOURITE WINES.

For most of France, 2016 got off to a terrible start, as severe spring frosts hit Bordeaux, Burgundy, Alsace, the 
Languedoc and the Loire. Thankfully the Rhône was spared. It was a fairly early start to the growing cycle, but 
due to cool, dry conditions, progress was gradual.The summer was very dry throughout, with just the occasional 
shower helping to ward off hydric stress.

August was sunny and hot, the heat continuing into the following month until welcome rain and cooler tempera-
tures arrived on the 15th September.Many of the whites had already been picked, with some starting as early as 
late August. Picking for red varieties started on 12th September and continued into October.

Those who waited until after the rain had several weeks of warm, dry weather on hand; producers could wait for 
optimum ripeness for each parcel and grape variety, picking when they wished. For Jacky Bernard of Domaine 
la Ligière and president of AOC Vacqueyras, “it’s an exceptional year – lovely quality, healthy, no rot, no degrada-
tion, no dried grapes”.Growers were pleased not only with the quality, but also the quantity, with volumes slightly 
up on a good-sized 2015.

One potential challenge that producers face in hot, dry years with generous yields is achieving full ripeness, 
which can lead to green flavours and astringent tannins. This wasn’t a problem in 2016. Rodolphe des Pins of 
Château de Montfaucon in Lirac says “I’m amazed by the softness of the tannins,” and during harvest he obser-
ved “lots of berries, not much juice, but amazing balance.”

This concentration has led to notably high acidity in the wines. This component, along with intensity of ripe, fresh 
fruit and robust tannin structures will give the top wines impressive longevity.The 2015 vintage in the southern 
Rhône was broadly very good, but some wines were overly rich and alcoholic. The 2016s are fresher, firmer, with 
better structure and balance. White wines are also marginally better this year thanks to their increased freshness 
and acidity, but this is emphatically a year for reds.

All varieties performed well, particularly the Grenache; Mourvèdre and Carignan are juicy and concentrated.With 
such a large area, some appellations tend to do better than others, but in 2016 remarkably there are no losers. 
Each appellation clearly displays its own individual character, whether it’s mineral Lirac, flowing Gigondas or the 
regal might of Châteauneuf. This is one of the best vintages of the past few decades. Do not miss it.

Southern Rhône 2016

Written by Matt Walls 
December 7, 2017

DOMAINE MONTIRIUS, TERRE DES AÎNÉS, GIGONDAS, RHÔNE 2016 - 94

Gentle, fresh earth aromas lurk behind blackberry and blueberry fruit. It’s full and flowing 
with that characteristic purity and glossy smoothness that’s Montirius’ calling card. A 
long, flowing finish, very well balanced and landing neatly.


